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Honeorable Johm H. Shalfor
Adminietrator

Federal Aviation Administrabion
Vashinglon, D. C. 20590

Deay Mr. Shalfer:

Within the past year at least 15 instances ol main wing leading
cldge siat actuator failures have vccurred in scheduled air carrvier
operation.  This, in our opinion, consbtiteves a hazard to Flight.

The faL'U?uﬂ resulbed in either the loss of the slat psncl assembly
or a bobal loss of System "A" hydraniic ©£luid. 9he fallurves were
the result of Tatimue of the actuabor pisiton rods sl the loecation
where they abtbach to the piston assembly.

The airvireme menufacturer and lthe component vendor issued soove-
ice bulletins in October 1969 to modily these units. Since the Line
of issuance of the bhulleting at least five addibional failures have
occwrred.. Dae to this increased follwre rate, the Salety Board
recommends:

(1) Rigeing procedwres Tor the installation of Wi
glats and slat actuators be reviewed on all aix
caryiers

(2) Consideration be given to the issuance of an
Alrvorthiness Directive, requiring the incoirpo-
raticn of the applicable service bulletins at
the earliest timm pozmgible.

Ovy staff has bheen in conteclt with your WMiami Office with
ragard Lo thJP problem. I you regulre swy additional information,
please comtact our stall.

Sincarcly yours,
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Chairman

oy € (




